
1

Mural depicting the history of Barrio Logan and its 
waterfront industries, which is located on Harbor Drive 
near Cesar E. Chavez Parkway, and was completed by 
renowned Chicano Muralist Salvador Torres.
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A committed member of the San Diego community
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General Dynamics NASSCO traces its beginnings to the 
industrial heart of San Diego, along the working waterfront, 
on the beautiful and historic San Diego Bay. In 1905, a small 
foundry and machine shop named California Iron Works 
opened at Seventh Avenue and Market Street in San Diego.

Fast forward to 1944 and a name change to National Iron 
Works, the company moved to a new location at 28th Street 

and Harbor Drive – the 
present site of General 
Dynamics NASSCO.

NASSCO is now the largest 
and only full service 
shipyard on the West 
Coast of the United States, 
specializing in the design 
and construction of ships 
for the U.S. Navy and 

commercial customers. NASSCO is also a major provider 
of repair services for the U.S. Navy, with capabilities in San 
Diego, CA; Norfolk, VA; Jacksonville, FL; and Bremerton, WA.

Over the years, the company has revolutionized the way 
ships are designed and constructed, lowering the cost and 
time needed to produce a new vessel for the U.S. Navy 
or commercial partner. The company's unique location 
along San Diego’s working waterfront provides shipbuilders 
with unparalleled access to the nation’s leading maritime 
support businesses, and highly-trained employees allow 
NASSCO to build and repair some of the world’s greatest 
ships in the most e� icient manner possible.

NASSCO believes that its foundation is built upon its 
highly-skilled employees and an environment in which 
communication is open and people work together to bring 
about continuous improvement and to achieve a high level 
of customer satisfaction.

The company’s success is due in part to its strategic location 
along the San Diego Bay and its investment in its employees 
who build and repair ships that secure our nation and fuel 
our economy.

WE ARE

SHIPBUILDERS

We are building 
& repairing ships 
that secure
our nation
and help fuel 
our economy.

NASSCO has called San Diego home for more than 60 years and is the largest and most capable shipbuilding and repair facility on the West Coast.
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WE ARE

COMMUNITY STEWARDS 

General Dynamics NASSCO has been a part of 
the Barrio Logan community since 1944, when 
it first moved to its 28th Street and Harbor Drive 
location as National Iron Works. Over time, 
National Iron Works would eventually evolve into 
General Dynamics NASSCO.

Today, NASSCO shipbuilders are still invested
in the Barrio Logan community. It’s where
many of NASSCO’s employees and their families 
live and play.

Throughout the years, NASSCO shipbuilders
have remained committed to the neighborhoods 
that surround the shipyards. From bay clean-ups 
to toy drives to supporting local organizations 
and causes, the company takes pride in 
community involvement. 

"We are strongly committed 
to our community."

NASSCO takes pride in its community and supports dozens of events 
and organizations each year. Some of which include:

• Groundwork San Diego’s Radio 
Canyon Clean-Up

• Burn Institute Boot Drive

• Earth Month at NASSCO/Annual 
Neighborhood Clean-Up

• I Love A Clean San Diego’s Creek
to Bay Clean-Up

• Maritime Industry E-Waste
Recycling Event

• Bike to Work Day

• Cycle Southcrest

• Fiesta Del Sol

• Port Tenants Association's
Operation CleanSweep

• I Love A Clean San Diego’s
Coastal Clean-Up Day

• Family Health Centers' Spirit
of the Barrio

• Barrio Logan Grand Prix

• Barrio Station

• Our Lady of Guadalupe

• The Good Neighbor Project

• The Monarch School

• Walk A Mile In Her Shoes

• Annual Barrio Station Toy Drive

• Annual Salute to Navy 
Luncheon

• Groundwork San Diego’s
EarthLab Restoration

• Annual NASSCO Toy Drive

As committed members of the San Diego community, NASSCO supports dozens of community events and organizations each year.
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We take care of San Diego’s waterways not only 
because we are required to, but because it is the 
right thing to do. In fact, we take our obligation 
as a caretaker of the San Diego Bay and other 
surrounding waterways seriously—and have 
dedicated a significant amount of resources 
toward this e� ort.

WATER ENERGY
The NASSCO shipyard is equipped with low-energy, LED 
lights at its location along the working waterfront, which 
have reduced energy needs by nearly 70 percent. This 
lighting system saves nearly 3,000,000 kilowatt-hours 
per year – roughly the same amount of energy needed 
to power 273 homes.

Savings of 3,000,000 kilowatt-hours per year
is roughly the same amount of energy needed 

to power 273 homes

At NASSCO, we are 
strongly committed to 
the environment and 
take our responsibility 
seriously. It is our mission 
to protect and preserve 
the San Diego Bay, reduce 
emissions and waste, 
and continuously strive to 
reduce our overall impact 
on the environment. 

Some of our initiatives to 
#LoveMotherEarth include: treating 

industrial waste water, collection of storm 
water runo� , spill rapid response team, and a 
state-of-the-art ion exchange system to treat 

various process discharges

WE ARE

ENVIRONMENTALISTS

At NASSCO, everyone is an environmentalist, which is why the company strives to 
reduce its carbon footprint.
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NASSCO’s recycling e� orts have
reduced local truck tra� ic

by nearly 80 percent
More than 1,000 employees

utilize the bus, vanpool and trolley services

RECYCLING AIR
NASSCO’s in-house recycling center is responsible for 
recycling more than 90 percent of all shipyard material 
and for compacting all materials in an e� ort to reduce 
truck tra� ic through local neighborhoods, including 
Barrio Logan. In fact, we have reduced truck tra� ic 
through Barrio Logan by up to 80 percent. 

These e� orts not only help extend the life of San
Diego’s landfills, but reduces NASSCO’s carbon 
footprint on the community.

NASSCO has adopted numerous safeguards in our 
production processes, including a 66,000-square-foot 
blast and paint facility that captures and destroys 
more than 98 percent of all volatile organic compounds 
emitted during painting. Additionally, NASSCO supports 
the use of bus and vanpools and the trolley for our 
employees to reduce the amount of tra� ic and air 
pollution in our community. More than 300 employees 
utilize the bus and vanpool service and more than 700 
use the trolley, e� ectively removing more than 1,000 
passenger vehicles from the road.

NASSCO employees participate in annual community clean-ups to preserve and protect the environment and the community it calls home.
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VISIT US AT WWW.NASSCO.COM OR VIA SOCIAL MEDIA

GET TO KNOW US

GENERAL DYNAMICS NASSCO
P.O. Box 85278 • San Diego, CA 92186-5278 • (619) 544-3400


